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Asia Turning European Heads

Tork Buckley attended this year’s second Asia
Superyacht Conference in Singapore, and found
that there was vibrant industry representation at the
event; illustrating that Asia is now stirring serious
global attention.

T

here was a notable presence of
big European names, including
Royal Huisman, earlier this year at
the Hainan rendezvous. This, coupled
with optimistic reviews from Evert
Dishoeck at the Monaco Yacht Show,
indicates that Asia is firmly in the
mind of the sales departments of the
yards in Europe and in the US.
In October, the second Singapore
conference for the superyacht
industry took place. Last year it
had 150, and this year it had 230
delegates. Originally run by the
Singapore Superyacht Association;
this year, Informa have bought the
conference.
Platinum Sponsor, Transport
Malta, is also European and an odd
connection, but as Joseph Degabriele
explained, the logic is that Malta
is often the last and Singapore the
first stops on a run to Asian waters.
This makes Asia a prime spot on
Euro/US radars, and the presence

24

of representatives of Burgess and
Hill Robinson at the event also
underscores this. The opposite view
is seen in Asia, where refit and build
yards look outside the region for new
clients.

...the greater Asian
region is the place to
visit on your superyacht
(and spend money) or
even buy one from one
of the yards presenting.

Since the last conference’s
unanimous call for it, moves have
been afoot to create a pan-regional
association to market it in all its
aspects. That has been under the
guidance of Colin Dawson and he
explained that, “The region stretches
from Hawaii to the Seychelles and
Shanghai to the south island of New
Zealand.”
Sunseeker comes from outside the
region, yet have sold their latest and
largest 40m yacht to an Asian client,
who will base it in Phuket. Among
the speakers was also William Jelbert,
McConaghy Boats, who told of the
way to make a shipyard work in the
People’s Republic. Ruea Yachts’
Gareth Twist showed the Westdesigned East-built 60m model aimed
at the region’s UHNWIs, as well exregion clients.
From India, Aashim Mongia, of West
Coast Marine Services, described not
only the joys of visiting the region
water and hinterlands, but described
from their refit experience what is
possible in the subcontinent. His
company is also involved in a new
marina in Goa that was signed up
only the day before the conference. >>
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>> Marinas are a key subject and berths or the lack
thereof far more critical in a way than in Europe (where
it is bad enough). For Hong Kong especially, they are
total choke points, preventing yacht sales into the region.
For cruising yachts, perhaps, this is less of an issue.
We learnt from RINA’s Mauro Boni, that registration
of vessels and regulation vary by region, so a Shanghai
compliant registered yacht can’t sail anywhere else in
China. The company behind Keppel Bay marina in
Singapore is developing another in Zhongshan in the
PRC, also usefully near to Hong Kong.
As ever, Oscar Siches had delegates in stitches with his
one-man show, when he spoke about how to build a
good marina (see below).
Overall, the region is vibrant, even more so than last
year.
Images: Kevin Miller

Oscar Siches offers his insight into
the exciting growth that is possible
for this special region.

M

any non-locals repeated the long-distance
journey from EU or Australia to be here,
and senior managers of many companies also
attended. Since Informa Yacht Group purchased the
conference, a few more sponsors were participating
with genuine interest in becoming active players
in the SE Asia superyacht industry development
everybody expects within the next five to 15 years.
SE Asia is the adventure, the unknown, solitary bays
and virgin (non-Branson) islands, rivers, shores, underwater world to discover and 100 per cent non-western. Development must have clearly defined limits for
the charms of the area to remain authentic. Let the
area grow but refrain from importing models made
for another geography, ethnicity and culture. The
Asian experience is their real treasure and it should
be respected and protected. SE Asia and Australia’s
success as the third destination depends only on the
Asia superyacht industry players. We are the only
interface between the area potential, its treasures and
our future guests.
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